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Beltcon Does it Again!

Beltcon 19 took place during the first week in August, 2017, in Pretoria, South Africa. This conference, held every second year for an astonishing 38 years, chalked up yet another success for the International Materials Handling Conference organisers.

In the words of one delegate, 'I find it fascinating that Beltcon attracts top global engineers who present and share their knowledge with the industry.'This sums up precisely the values upon which the conference is based –providing a platform for local and international experts to present the latest research, current techniques and future trends in the materials handling industry.

There are few world class conferences specifically related to the materials handling industry and Beltcon stands out as one of the finest, attracting eminent and accomplished speakers and researchers from around the world. It is a forum for interactive exchange of knowledge and innovation over a concentrated time period which, a delegate said, 'would otherwise take years to research.'

Speakers from South Africa, India, Australia, America, Chile and Germany presented papers to an even more diverse gathering of international delegates. Remarked a delegate, 'Beltcon is a growing concern with regards to international participation; increasing and accelerating learning on conveyors across the globe.'

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topics covered included: technical evaluation of a coal silo failure; finite element analysis on troughed belt turnover and textile belt analysis; Aramid in conveyor belts; design considerations of a downhill conveyor system; dynamic and fatigue analysis on bulk materials handling equipment; the influence of steel cord conveyor belt dimensions on indentation rolling resistance performance; and a case study on the development of input parameters for DEM simulation, plus many more. (See attachment).

Suppliers displayed products and services relevant to the conveying industry in the exhibition that ran concurrently with the conference, always a drawcard for delegates and a useful networking opportunity for the exhibitors.

Beltcon is supported by the Conveyor Manufacturers Association and is organised by Cost Time Resource.

Beltcon 19 papers are available for research or publication upon request from the IMHC office. Copies of papers presented at all past Beltcon conferences are available (with certain copyright conditions) on the website: www.Beltcon.org.zaThis is a useful resource: 'When confronted with a technical question, I went onto the Beltcon website and reviewed past papers for the calculation of belt wear, which I applied to in-plant conveyors.'
